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[SHORT ESSAY QUESTION-SET # 1

This Short Essay Qllesan is based on the accompanying documents and is designed to
test your ability to work with historical documents. Each Short Essay Question set will
consist of two documents. Some of these documents have been edited for the purposes of this
question. Keep in mind that the language and images used in a document may reflect the
historical context of the time in which it was created.

Task: Read and analyze the following documents, applying your social studies knowledge
and skills to write a short essay of two or three paragraphs in which you:

 Describe the historical context surrounding these documents
o Identify and explain the relationship between the events and/or ideas found in these
documents (Cause and Effect, or Similarity/Difference, or Turning Point)

In developing your short essay answer of two o three paragraphs, be sure to keep these
explanations in mind.

Describe means “to illustrate something in words or tell about it”

Historical Context refers to “the relevant historical circumstances surrounding or connecting the
events, ideas, or developments in these documents™

Tdentify means “to put a name to or to name”

Explain means “to make plain or understandable; to give reasons for or causes of; to show the
logical development or relationship of”

Types of Relationships:

Cause refers to “something that contributes to the occurrence of an event, the rise of an idea,
or the bringing about of a development”

Effect refers to “what happens as a consequence (result, impact, outcome) of an event, an
idea, or a development”

Similarity tells how “something is alike or the same as something else”
Difference tells how “something is not alike or not the same as something else”

Turning Point is “a major event, idea, or historical development that brings about significant
change. It can be local, regional, national, or global”
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Joint Resolution

To promote the maintenance of international peace and security in
southeast Asia.

Whereas naval units of the Communist regime in Vietnam, in violation of
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and of international law, have
deliberately and repeatedly attacked United States naval vessels lawfully present
in international waters, and have thereby created a serious threat to international
peace; and .

Whereas these attackers are part of deliberate and systematic campaign of
aggression that the Communist regime in North Vietnam has been waging
against its neighbors and the nations joined with them in the collective defense
of their freedom; and

Whereas the United States is assisting the peoples of southeast Asia to
protest their freedom and has no territorial, military or political ambitions in that
area, but desires only that these people should be left in peace to work out their
destinies in their own way: Now, therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the Congress approves and supports the
determination of the President, as Commander in Chief, to take all necessary
measures to repel any armed attack against the forces of the United States and
to prevent further aggression. . . .

Source: Tonkin Gulf Resolution in Congress, August 7, 1964
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